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April 2019 Newsletter 
 

Next Business Meeting will be Wednesday, April 17, 2019 at 7:00 pm 
Next Officers Meeting will be Wednesday, May1, 2019 at 7:00 pm 

April Knight of the Month – Brad Peot, Brad is a native of Northeast Wisconsin 

growing up in Luxemburg.  He attended the UW-Superior where he earned a 

Transportation & Logistics Management Degree, and since 2014 he has worked for the 

Wisconsin & Southern Railroad in Madison.  Brad resides on the Northside of Madison 

and is a member of St Mary of the Lake where he also serves as Secretary on the 

Parish Council.  Brad enjoys calling Bingo for the Bingo Nights and being a Lector and 

Eucharistic Minister for the Saturday evening Mass.  In addition to being involved with 

the KC's, Brad is Secretary for the Cathedral Parish SVdP Conference centered around 

helping the less fortunate in the downtown community.  In addition, he assists with the 

SVdP Madison District Young Adult planning team and has helped start a new Young 

Adult weekend service initiative.  When not working or volunteering, Brad enjoys sailing, 

social dancing, working on home improvement projects, and staying in shape.  Brad is 

still single, and said that he would appreciate any matchmaking assistance from his 

fellow KCs!   In the photo on the left below, Brad calls Bingo numbers while his fellow 

Knights Rick Maier, Mark Roelke and Dennis Hampton serve cold drinks and popcorn. 
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Recent Events 
 
Tuesday, April 2nd – was the last Bingo night at Saint Mary of the Lake for the 

year.  Over 200 people enjoyed the Bingo games on April 2nd.  Thanks to all our KC 

volunteers who helped with set up; food prep and service; stocking and staffing the bar; 

cooking up the popcorn; calling out the Bingo numbers; helping sell tickets for the 50:50 

raffle and with the cleanup.  Special thanks to Dennis Hampton; Erik Hayko; Rick Maier; 

Brad Peot; and Mark Roelke. 

 

Saturday, March 30th – Sunday, March 31st – Welcome Men’s Retreat at St. John’s 

Eighteen participants from St. John’s and St. Mary of the Lake participated in the first 

ever Welcome Weekend Retreat, led by Knight Dan Uppena and ten friends from his 

former parish, St. Boniface in Waukee, IA, see photo below.  It was an incredible 

renewal experience and the first of more retreats planned for the parish.  We are 

planning to have a second men’s retreat and first women’s retreat in the fall.  Stay tuned 

and don’t miss your chance to be a part of it – as those that participated last weekend 

would attest – it’s your chance to encounter Christ.  

 

 
 

Saturday, March 30th – Men of Christ Conference, Milwaukee – Rufino Arce, William 

Arce, Tom Foster, Marshall Frey, Howard Lamere, and Bob Sachtjen attended from our 

Council, joining over 3,000 other Catholic men from across Wisconsin.  The theme for 

this year’s conference was: 1 Chronicles 19:13 BE; Deuteronomy 31:6 STRONG; 

Joshua 1:6-7 and Psalms 31:24 AND; Ephesians 6:10 COURAGEOUS; Corinthians 

16:13 MEN OF CHRIST, LIVE YOUR FAITH BOLDLY.  Great speakers, great 

attendance and closing Mass with Archbishop Jerome Listecki.  

 

Sunday, March 31th – Fifth Sunday Rosary – Tom Foster was joined by Marshall 

Frey, Greg Gillis, Ben Pike and Bob Sachtjen in leading the Fifth Sunday Rosary before 

the 8:00 AM Mass at St. John the Baptist.  The next Fifth Sunday will be June 30th. 
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Upcoming Events 

Sunday, April 14th – New Member Recruitment Drive – All KC members are 

requested to wear a KC shirt and their name tag to Mass on Sunday, April 14th.  If you 

see a man at Mass that does not have on a KC shirt and name tag, ask them if they are 

a Knight.  If they are not, please invite them to join us.  We are planning a First-Degree 

induction ceremony for our Business Meeting on Wednesday, April 17th. 

 

Sunday, April 14th – Server Recognition Party at WaunaBowl – Fred Riederer 

assisted by Chuck Frederick will host the altar servers at the WaunaBowl starting at 

3:00 PM on Sunday, April 14th for bowling and pizza. 

 

Friday, April 26th – Sunday, April 28th – Annual State Convention – Grand Knight 

Bob Sachtjen and Deputy Grand Knight Erik Hayko will be attending the Annual State 

Convention in Appleton.  The winning tickets for the State Charity Raffle will be drawn at 

the convention.  Please get your Raffle Tickets turned in as soon as possible. 

 

Saturday, April 27th – KC Choir to Sing at the 8:00 PM Mass– Paul Wiesler will be 

conducting the KC Choir at the 8:00 PM Mass.  If you will be able to sing in the choir, 

please call Paul at 850-4476.  Practice starts at 7:00 PM in the old Church. 

 

Monday, April 29th – Fifth Monday Meal for the Homeless – Chuck Frederick will 

lead our volunteers to serve a hot meal at the Grace Episcopal Church homeless 

shelter in Madison.  If you can help, please meet in the Church parking lot at 7:00 PM. 

Friday, May 3 – Sunday, May 5 – Tootsie Roll Fund Raising Campaign – Fred 

Riederer is heading up our Tootsie Roll Fund Raising Campaign again this year for 

people with intellectual disabilities.  He will be assisted in coordinating this event by Jim 

Bardenwerper.  Volunteers can pick a collection location, date and time on Sign Up 

Genius or they can call Fred at 608-575-7285 or Jim at 608-849-7135 to sign up. 

Field Agent Article – April 15th Tax Day, is not far off. - It’s a time when most of us 
focus on the income we’ve made….and how much of that we must hand over to the 
government.  Nobody’s happy about that.  And nobody’s happy about all the 
complicated tax laws and regulations.  I heard a suggestion once that the income tax 
form could be simplified and reduced to just two questions and a statement: How much 
did you earn last year? How much do you have left? Send it in. 
 
Seriously, now is a good time to take stock of your finances and make sure you’re on 
the path you want to be on.  The focus around this time of year is saving tax money by 
contributing to an IRA for retirement.  And whether you’re getting close or whether 
you’re fresh into a career and working life, it’s not too early to plan.  But many of the 
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folks I talk with have lots of questions: What’s the difference between a Traditional IRA 
and a Roth IRA? Which one is better for my circumstances? How much can I 
contribute? What if I contribute to a 401K at work?  Am I still eligible? What if my wife 
doesn’t work…can she contribute to an IRA? 
 
There are many rules you don’t want to run afoul of when it comes to contributing to an 
IRA and making the right determination about its tax deductibility.  As your Knights of 
Columbus field agent, I can help.  Our annuities can be used as a Traditional IRA or a 
Roth IRA.  Our annuities pay a competitive interest rate, consistent with our primary 
goal of absolute safety of principal. They all include a guaranteed interest rate, so you 
never have to worry.  One of the best features of an annuity is that it is designed to 
provide retirement income you cannot outlive—guaranteed!  You can open a retirement 
annuity for as little as $300. 
  
So here are some facts about our annuities:  Low contribution to get started; guaranteed 
lifetime interest rate; an even higher competitive rate being paid now; tax advantages 
whether or not an IRA; absolute safety of principal; an income you cannot outlive…all 
from the Knights of Columbus—How does that sound? 
 
I’d be happy to meet with you in your home and at your convenience to explain the 
advantages of a Knights of Columbus annuity—and our other products: our highly rated 
life insurance, long-term care insurance and our disability income insurance. I’ll be 
around after the meeting; let’s get together!  Vivat Jesus!  Give me a call or drop me a 
note if I could be of help, 608-795-4287, dennis.oconnell@kofc.org  Dennis O’Connell. 

Monthly Challenge for April by Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori:   

And it happened that, while he was with them at table, he took bread, said the 
blessing, broke it, and gave it to them. With that their eyes were opened, and they 
recognized him, but he vanished from their sight. Then they said to each other, 
“Were not our hearts burning [within us] while he spoke to us on the way and 
opened the scriptures to us?” (Gospel for April 21, Lk. 24:30-32) 

A “fire in the belly,” passion, a drive: these are some of the ways we talk about others 
who can summon a deep, inner motivation and who make a difference. My brothers, 
can we say the same about our inner drive to go deeper in our Church’s teaching? Do 
our hearts “burn within us” and cause us to daily familiarize ourselves with the riches of 
our faith? Do we have a fire in the belly to be the kind of men who don’t stand silent at 
the water cooler when we hear our Church’s teaching denigrated by colleagues? In 
order to lead with faith, we need to know our faith. We can’t give what we don’t have. By 
God’s grace, may we each become disciples whose “hearts burn within us.” 

This month I challenge you to deepen your desire to have a heart ‘burning within you’ 
for new knowledge of the Church’s teaching and doctrine. Invest five to ten minutes a 
day reading the Catechism or other resource, watching a Catholic talk online, or taking 
advantage of a local formation opportunity. Secondly, I challenge you to talk with a 
brother in Christ about what you’re learning. 

mailto:dennis.oconnell@kofc.org

